Wednesday, Feb 6, 2019, 7:30 pm
Rousseau Room - Swansea Town Hall
SPEAKER: Gregory Klages
The Many Deaths of Tom Thomson
Visitors Welcome! Light Refreshments!
The Swansea Historical Society thankfully acknowledges
funding grants from the following provincial bodies:

Follow us!
Twitter: @swansea_history Instagram: @swansea_history Website: swanseahistoricalsociety.ca

Please note: The speaker will start at 7:30 promptly. If there is a business meeting, it will
start at 7:15.

President's Message:

by Bob Roden, President

Happy New Year! I am happy to report that we have speakers confirmed through to
November, starting with the February 6 meeting (see “Future Events” below). We are also
following up on suggestions that will take us into 2020. If you know of any prospective
speakers you would like to recommend, we would be pleased to hear from you.
We received very positive reviews from the “History on the Humber” programme of dramatic
vignettes which was held in 2017, and a planning committee has been hard at work on
preparations for a similar event, tentatively planned for the weekend of August 3 & 4, 2019.
Also, the traditional date for the Society's annual guided historical walking tour is Saturday,
June 1, and we expect to be participating in the Jane's Walk programme on the weekend of
May 3 to 5. We suggest that you mark these dates on your calendar, and please stay tuned
for more details!

Website Page of the Month
This month’s page is Calendars.

Historical Photo of the Month
This is just one of many local historical photos in our new 2019 Swansea
Community Calendar - now available! More
information: http://swanseahistoricalsociety.ca/publications/calendars/

2018 Swansea Community Calendars
The 2019 version of the Swansea Community Calendar is now available for
purchase. As in past years, the calendar contains a selection of historical
photographs and listings of community events, and it's still priced at $8.00. Kudos to Lance
Gleich, Sarah Lowenberg, and Wallace Boustead for all your hard work in producing another
spectacular calendar within a tight time-frame.
There are still a few copies of the calendars from 2018 and earlier years available for sale at
the reduced price of $2.00. We also have bundles of calendars from a selection of previous
years, at the bargain price of $5.00. Calendars and other SHS publications can be purchased
at any of our meetings or over-the-counter at the office of the Swansea Town Hall.
Swansea Historical Society Contact Information
There are various ways you can contact your Society. Our mailing address is 95
Lavinia Avenue, Box 102, Toronto ON M6S 3H9. The Society's mobile telephone
number is 647-859-3901, and you can send e-mails to
swanseahistoricalsociety@gmail.com, or via the SHS website. Your comments and
suggestions are always most welcome.

The Society’s website www.swanseahistoricalsociety.ca has been operational since Dec 2017,
and we continue to receive very positive feedback. Information related to the Swansea
Historical Society, and other local organizations, is posted on the website of the Swansea
Town Hall: www.swanseatownhall.ca. Also, we invite you to visit us on Twitter at
twitter.com/Swansea_History or Instagram at www.instagram.com/swansea_history . (Note
the underscore “_” between “Swansea” and “History”).
Future Events
In addition to the following list, please note that our “Events” web-page contains a
more complete and more up-to-date list of Swansea Historical Society events and local
community events. See http://swanseahistoricalsociety.ca/events/ .
Saturday February 2, 2019 Heritage York Annual Fundraising Dinner, 6:00 pm for 7:00 pm,
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 344, 1395 Lakeshore Blvd. Featured speaker: David Miller on
the topic, “From Hurricane Hazel to Climate Change, the resilient Humber is teaching us the
error of our ways. Again”. David Miller is a former Mayor of the City of Toronto. He served
as Chair of C40 Cities from 2008 until 2010. He is currently the North American Director, C40
Climate Leadership Group, and Global Ambassador of inclusive climate action. Tickets:
$60.00 per person, 416-767-5472, admin@lambtonhouse.org .
Wednesday February 6, 2019 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall Speaker:
Gregory Klages – “The Many Deaths of Tom Thomson”. In 1917, shortly before his 40th
birthday, the renowned Canadian landscape artist, Tom Thomson, died under mysterious
circumstances in Canoe Lake, Algonquin Park. Was it accidental, or was he a murder victim?
Author Gregory Klages will talk about Tom Thomson and the various theories that have been
proposed to explain Thomson's untimely death.
Tuesday February 12, 2019 Lambton House Simcoe Seminar, 7:00 pm, 4066 Old Dundas
Street Join speakers Colonel Dwayne Hobbs, Lieutenant-Colonel Phil Halton, and Captain
Chris Wattie for a panel discussion on the topic, “Conflict in Afghanistan: Will it Ever End?”.
No charge for admission. A free-will donation will be greatly appreciated.
Wednesday March 6, 2019 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall Speaker:
John Maniezzo – “When Swansea Was Dry”. Did you know that the sale of alcoholic
beverages was prohibited in the Province of Ontario between 1916 and 1927, or that some
municipalities, including Swansea, were “dry” for even longer periods of time, under a
provision known as “Local Option”? A restaurant partly in Swansea and partly in York
Township could serve alcohol in the back half but not the front half. For many years it was
thought that the south side of Bloor Street between Jane and Runnymede was legally “dry”,
when in fact it was not. John Maniezzo will talk about these and other quirky stories as he
explores the history of alcohol sales in Swansea and its neighbouring municipalities.
Wednesday April 3, 2019 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall Speaker: Kelly
Mathews – “The Road to Marylake”. In 2018, we enjoyed a most entertaining talk by author
Kelly Mathews on the subject of Lady Flora Eaton's lavish country estate in King Township.
We are delighted that Kelly will be returning to talk about the subject of her latest book which
deals with “Marylake”, the neighbouring country estate of Sir Henry Pellatt, better known as
the builder of Casa Loma. (For those wishing to check out these historic properties, the Eaton

estate is now the King Campus of Seneca College, while the Pellatt Estate is now the site of
the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace. The two properties are north of the 15th Sideroad and west
of Dufferin Ave).
Wednesday May 1, 2019 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall Speaker:
Alexandra Kim – “A Royal Presentation: Curating the Dress Collection at Kensington Palace”.
Have you ever wondered what it is like to dress like a King or Queen? Learn how to dress
“royally” from Alexandra Kim, formerly a curator at England's historic Kensington Palace,
home of the Royal Ceremonial Dress Collection which contains items dating from the 1500s to
the present day. After working in a variety of British museums, Alexandra moved to Canada.
She is now a Curator with the City of Toronto, in charge of Montgomery's Inn in Etobicoke and
Gibson House in North York.
Friday May 3 – Sunday May 5, 2019 Annual Jane's Walks Festival Various start times and
locations, to be determined.
Saturday June 1, 2019 SHS Annual Guided Walking Tour Although June 1 is the traditional
date for this event, there is a strong possibility we may have to reschedule the walk to June
8. We will advise our patient readers once the date has been confirmed.
Saturday August 3 – Sunday August 4, 2019 “History on the Humber” Tentative plans are
being made for a follow-on to the hugely successful 2017 event. Times and locations to be
determined.
Wednesday October 2, 2019 Annual General Meeting & Elections, 7:30 pm Speaker: Dr.
David Galbraith, Head of Science, Royal Botanical Gardens. Dr. Galbraith recently gave a most
interesting presentation to the Swansea Horticultural Society, and we look forward to
welcoming him back to Swansea in October. Among other topics related to the local history
of horticulture, he will be talking about Swansea's William Rennie, and the history of the
Rennie Seed Company.
Wednesday November 6, 2019 SHS Meeting, 7:15 for 7:30 pm, Swansea Town Hall Speaker:
Richard Jordan – “Hurricane Hazel and its Legacy”. 2019 marks the 65th anniversary of
Hurricane Hazel, the most deadly natural disaster in recorded history to hit southern Ontario.
Many of the deaths occurred in the valley of the Humber River. With a background in
surveying, Richard Jordan recently retired from the City of Mississauga, where he was
responsible for the property-mapping database and municipal addressing. He is a former
President of the Etobicoke Historical Society, and he has written local-history columns for the
Etobicoke Guardian and Toronto Star.
Lambton House Exhibits and Activities
At 4066 Old Dundas Street, just south of Dundas Street West, Lambton House
is the last structure remaining in place on the east bank of the lower Humber
River from the 1860s milling/industrial era. In the pre-Confederation 1860s,
Sir William Pearce Howland was an owner of the businesses of Lambton Mills and Lambton
House. Sir William was the only American-born, naturalized Canadian, Father of
Confederation, a leading politician and businessman of the Confederation period, Ontario’s
first full-term Lieutenant Governor (1868 – 1873), and the father of two Mayors of Toronto.

His great-grandson, William Goldwin Howland, was Ontario’s Chief Justice. Lambton House is
owned by the City of Toronto and is operated on its behalf by Heritage York, a registered
charity. It is a community gathering place, a Lower Humber Interpretive Centre, and a magical
step into the past.
You are invited to come to Lambton House and enjoy a great opportunity to gather with
friends in this unique, historic, former stage-coach stop and tavern. In addition to regularly
scheduled historic talks and pub nights, Lambton House is open for tours most Sundays
between 12:30 pm and 4:00 pm. Rooms can also be rented at Lambton House for various
events.
Exhibition in the Howland Room: “What’s up with the Humber River?” Come explore how
people have shaped this important waterway for thousands of years, and learn what you can
do to make a difference in improving its well-being.
Display in the Humber Room: “Alternatives to Plastic – Help Keep the Humber River Clean”.
We have a display of garbage that we dragged from the Humber, as well as products that we
can use in daily life to avoid the excessive use of plastic, which often is found discarded in the
Humber River.
Please check the voice-mail message at 416-767-5472 in case of any changes to the details
noted above. For more information, 416-767-5472 or admin@lambtonhouse.org .

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL!!
As of September 1, 2018, we are in a new membership year. (Starting a few years ago, the
membership year now runs from September to August). The annual fees are still $15 for an
individual and $20 for a family. We invite you to renew now for the 2018-2019 year. Dues
can be paid at any of our meetings, or you can send payment to: 95 Lavinia Avenue, Box 102,
Toronto, M6S 3H9. Your fees help to offset many of the costs incurred by the Society in its
ongoing operations.

2018/2019 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(The membership year runs from Sep – Aug)

